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Jack was manager of his department which was a great attribute to the company. It always
met or exceeded its goals in a timely fashion.
But there was one problem: Jack was not the easiest person to work with/for. He was arrogant,
talked down to his staff, refused to listen to ideas/suggestions. It was “his way or the highway!”
One day as he approached two of his staff, his body language announced: “Here we go again” to the two women.
He opened his mouth with a criticism, stopped mid sentence, said audibly more to himself than the girls: “No, it’s Lent.
I’ve got to change!” He took a deep breath, changed his tone and calmly explained what he wanted them to do.
No one could say that the change happened overnight. Several times over the next few weeks, his dealings with
his staff began with a deep breath and occasionally, but less and less, the old Jack reappeared.
But the employees noted the change. He listened more, accepted new ideas and suggestions. He accepted them as
part of the team! He was a changed person!
I tell you this story because it’s true. It actually happened at work over 20 years ago, but I think about it every
Lent. I think about it, too, just about every time I see “Jack” in the hall and we exchange smiles and greetings! (I have
used some “poetic license” to maintain confidentiality.)
I haven’t forgotten it because I think it is one of the greatest Lenten stories I’ve heard, much less experienced. It
is a witness to what Lent should be all about: CHANGE to make our lives become more like Christ!
I think if we truly examine our conscience, everyone of us has a flaw, a bad habit, if not a downright sinful action
that we need to change. Even secular literature tells us that a habit cannot be changed or developed in a day—that it takes
time. We have 6 weeks in front of us to make that change.
The other Lenten activity that many of us can work on and for me is just as difficult as changing a bad habit is to
carve out a few minutes each day and commit the time to Jesus—just to BE with Him. In fact, I think that we need to
have that time with Jesus to have the courage to change the bad habits that we want to change. As Sean Clive says in one
of his songs: “I knew that I couldn’t get through this alone—so I ask you, Lord…” and in the last verse: “You knew I’d
never make it on my own, so you stayed with me, Lord…”
May you have a joyful and productive Lent!
Linda Caminiti

Weekly Stewardship Report: Last Sunday, February 11, 2018
Regular Collection: Envs: $3,937. Loose: $560.
………………….......………….Total Regular Collection: $4,497.
Diocesan Collections: Church in Centr & East Europe-$111. Other Income: Hospitality-$10. Fuel-$220. CathSun-$35.40
Because of your contributions, we were able to pay the following bills this week:
LentPres.: $125. FaithForm: $655.
Salaries: $1,300.
........................Total Bills Paid This Week:$2,080.
Your continued generosity is greatly appreciated!
Bills To Be Paid Next Week: $1,500.
Today, February 18th, is the Diocesan Collection for
the Black, Native American, and Hispanic
Ministry. This collection helps members in the
poorer parts of the country and world. Your donation
envelopes. can be put in w/ the regular collection for
both of these diocesan collections. Thank you.

Please call or email the
Parish Office if you
would like your 2017
contribution statement:
607-692-3911,
ststephenstpat@syrdio.org

Lector Training - If you are interested in
Proclaiming the Word of God, or
already do and want a refresher, last
date for lector training is Saturday,
February 24th, at Whitney Point Church,
12:00-2:00pm.

Love - Sacrifice - Trust: Christ Showed Us the Way, By Fr. Mike Schmitz
With clarity and profound hope, Fr. Mike Schmitz shows how God’s rescue mission for us includes the need for each person to
embrace his own cross, and understand that true love requires sacrifice. Subscribe and enjoy. Parish code: CFMRYY

CCSS-SP Hospitality Ministry Committee is always in need
of new people, retired or not, from all three church locations, to join
our meetings every 3rd Tuesday for 1 or 2 hours. Our next meeting is
this Tues., Feb. 20th, 9:30am, in our Whitney Pt Church Hall and we look
forward to having parishioners from all three churches. Please join us!

The IGNITE Catholic Men’s Conference
is Saturday, March 24th!

Transportation Ministry-If anyone is
interested in participating in a ministry for driving
visiting Priests to/from the airport when they come
to our churches on behalf of missions, please let
our office know, 692-3911. We would like to build
a list of people who would be willing to volunteer
for this ministry and when the need arises,
Mary will call you to see if you are available.

This event is sponsored by the Diocese of
Syracuse. The speakers this year are
Dc. Harold Burke Silvers, known around the world as the
Sanctuary Candle Burning at our Whitney Point Church
“Dynamic Deacon” and is one of the most sought after speakers
for the month of February is in memory of
in the Church today; Dr. Peter Kreeft, professor of philosophy
Helmut Melzer and Daina Freimanis
at Boston College and writer of Christian philosophy, theology
by Vella Melzer
and apologetics; and Mike Komisarek, who played 12 years in
the NFL, as a defensemen. You can register for the IGNITE
Memorial Sanctuary Candles-If you’d like to
Catholic Men's Conference online: www.ignitecatholicmen.org
have
the sanctuary candle lit in memory of a loved
or contact our parish office, 692-3911.
one, whether at our Whitney Point or Marathon Church, please call
Our parish has10 tickets available if you are able to go.
our parish office. Donation is $10.00 per candle, which generally
last 14 days. If you choose to do this, it would be for the month
WP Ecumenical Food Pantry -During the month of
so we ask you to donate $20.00 for that month and memorial
February we are collecting canned fruit for the WP
names will be printed in bulletin.
Ecumenical Food Pantry. There are marked baskets
at the entrances of our churches. Thank you for all your
Please Pray For Our Following Friends
food & monetary donations.
and Family in the Military: Major Corrine Miller,
Mother/Daughter Programs-The Syracuse Diocese Office of
Family/Respect Life Ministry will present Mother/Daughter Programs:
“Beginning to Blossom”, for girls (ages 10 - 12) on February 25th and
“Blossoming as a Teen”, for girls (ages 13 - 16) and their mothers on
March 11th. Each session will be from 1 - 4 PM at St Mary’s Church
Hall, 46 N. Main St., Cortland. The program will explore God’s special
gift of fertility, chastity and the beauty and wonder of growing up and
becoming a woman. Cost is $30 for mother and daughter, $12 for an
additional daughter. Lunch is included. Reservations are required 9
days prior to each event. Register online for the younger girls’
program at: motherdaughtertea10-12.eventbrite.com.Register for
the older girls program at: motherdaughtertea13 16.eventbrite.com.
Call Sharon Flanagan at 315-470-1417 or email sflanagan@syrdio.org
for more information. The programs are open to the public.

Sgt. Jacob Rau, Devon McGill, Joshua Lilley,
PV2 James McGill, LCpl John Larkin,Jr.,USMC,
Sgt. Heather Fox, Brett Hayes, Captain Caleb Miller,
Sgt. Megan Ballard, A1C Brendan Schneider, Kris Carstens,
LC USMC Daniel Morehouse, SSG Steven Gross,
Sgt. Dan Votra, Lt. Commander Marvin Joel Scott III,
Sgt. Nicholas Stone, AF2nd Lt. Emily Steele,
Lt. Paul McDonald, OS3 Jonathan Schneider,
Sgt. Zachary Reardon USMC, Staff Sgt. Justin Blaisdell,
Staff Sergeant Michael Hetzler,
A2C Derek Lescord, Lt. LCDR Maria Lescord,
and our pastor, Lt. Colonel Douglas Cunningham.
If you have a friend or family member serving our
country and would like their name mentioned weekly in
our bulletin, to be kept in our prayers, please contact our
parish office.

Mission Statement for The Catholic Community of St. Stephen - St. Patrick
We are a Roman Catholic Community of faith, welcoming the strength found in diversity. We are committed to
using our time, talent, and treasure in proclaiming the Kingdom of God through prayer, fellowship, and service.
We experience our unity at the Eucharistic Table of the Lord, and our direction from the Word of God.
If you know of parishioners that have not been able to come to Mass because they are homebound,
please let the Parish Office know so our Hospitality Groups can provide contact with them
through visits and cards, and perhaps they would like to receive a copy of our bulletin.
Hospitalized or ill: Please notify rectory or email lcrowley@zfastest.net so we can provide for their/your spiritual needs.
If you know someone that is ill, facing surgery, or some other kind of difficulty, and needs our prayers,
please call Dottie Angel at 656-9230 or Pat Canfield at 849-6978. Dottie will lead the Prayer Chain we have
at The CC of St. Stephen-St. Patrick. Supporting each other with the Power of Prayer is the best medicine.

Parish Council
Chairperson - Don Alexy & Don Barry
Vice-Chairperson - John Mihalko
Secretary - Brittney Penrose

PARISH STAFF
Directors of Faith Formation - (WP)Cecelia Carstens, 323-5114
(Marathon)Helen Mathews, 423-7656
Church Organist/Music Director - Jennifer Cafferty
Maintenance - (Please call parish office w/maintenance concerns)

Parish Business/Office Manager-Mary Wied Bulletin Deadline: Tuesday, Noon - Phone, Mail or Email, ststephenstpat@syrdio.org
Our bulletin and OLPH’s can be viewed online at www.ccsssp.com.

Daily Mass Schedule & Intentions
Sunday

Feb. 18

8:30 AM Whitney Point…for Lorraine Hunt, Birthday…by Ed Hunt
10:30 AM Marathon…for Uncle Tom McEvoy…by Syd & Patty McEvoy
12:00 PM OLPH… for The People of our Parish
Tuesday
Feb. 20
8:30 AM Whitney Point…for The People Of Our Parish
Next Sunday Feb. 25
8:30 AM Whitney Point…for Elsie Zelsnack…by Elsie Poyer
10:30 AM Marathon…for Michael Murphy…by Jim & Rose Ann Holland
12:00 PM OLPH…for The People of our Parish
Readings for the Week of February 18 through 25, 2018:
Sunday: Gn 9:8-15; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15
Thursday: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19
Monday: Lv 19:1-2,11-18; Mt 25:31-46
Friday: Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10 ; Lk 11:29-32
Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2,9a,10-13,15-18; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10
The readings for today, First Sunday of Lent, begin with #904 in our Journeysongs Hymnals.
WP Ecumenical Food Pantry: M-Th & Sat, 10am-Noon & Thurs Eve, 6-8pm. Closed Fridays, Holidays, & when school is
closed for inclement weather. Food Pantry Chairperson: Roger Calice Clothing Bank: M,Tu & Sat, 10am-Noon.
Mobile Food Pantry: 1st Friday of Month at WP Church parking lot. Truck arrives around 9:30am (unless holiday)
Whitney Point
Greeters: Ingrid Jordak, Peggy Kemp
Next Sunday: Cathy Cummings, Anne Clerkin
Lector: Dot Hathway Next Sunday: Ingrid Jordak
Altar Servers: Darrah Wright, Kelsey Barrows
Next Sunday: Luke & Nathan Czebiniak
Eucharistic Ministers: Emily Jordan, Mary Jo Whitehead, Kathy Bensley
Next Sunday: Cecelia Carstens, Margaret Fabrocino, Jerry Rothenberg

Marathon
Garret & Joyce Van De Weert
McEvoy Family
Lector: Shelley Warnow Next Sunday: Katelyn Allen
Ryan & Stephen Eaton
Seamus Nolan, Alex Votra
Cindy, Barry, Don Barry, Eric Barry
Linda Caminiti, Kathy Cusick, Dawn Odinek
Feb Ushers: Tony Zelsnack, Jerry Griep

T han k y o u f o r vo l u n t e e ri n g y o u r m i n i s t ry t al e n t t o o u r p ari s h!

Today, Feb. 18th
Tuesday, Feb. 20th
Thursday, Feb. 22nd
Friday, Feb. 23rd
Saturday, Feb. 24th
Sunday, Feb. 25th

This Week In Our Parish
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
9:30am - Hospitality Ministry Committee Meeting - Whitney Pt Church Hall
7:00-8:00pm - Adoration - Marathon Church
6:30pm - Stations of the Cross - Marathon Church
7:00-8:30am - Christian Men Of Faith Meeting - Whitney Point Church Hall
12:00pm-2:00pm - Lector Training - Marathon Church
Zelie Clare Lynch Baptism - After the 8:30am Mass at Whitney Point
9:00-10:30am - Faith Formation Classes - Marathon Church Hall
9:20-11:00am - Faith Formation Classes - Whitney Point Church Hall
(Altar Server Training during the Whitney Point Classes)
12:00-2:00pm - Confirmation Class - Whitney Point Church Hall

Whole Community Catechesis
Readings and Questions for Discussion
Reading 1 - Genesis 9:8-15
God establishes a covenant with Noah,
giving a rainbow as its sign.

Reading 2 - 1 Peter 3:18-22
In our baptism, we are saved through
Christ’s death and Resurrection.

Gospel - Mark 1:12-15
Jesus is tempted in the desert by Satan.
Adults: What daily activities can I do
without so that I can use that time to
renew myself in Jesus, the Messiah?
Children: What good habit can I work on in
order to grow closer to Jesus?

Come and Visit with Jesus
Did you know that every Thursday evening,
for one hour, you can come and spend
some time with Jesus? Eucharistic
Adoration is just that; a chance to be within His
presence and talk to him one on one. Come for a
short amount of time or stay for all of it. This
Thursday, February 22nd, is at our Marathon Church.

Stations Of The Cross will be prayed every Friday
at 6:30pm, during Lent. They will rotate between
our Whitney Point and Marathon Churches.
Mini Retreat: Tuesday, February 27th, at
St Anthony’s Church, 50 Pomeroy St., Cortland

The Call of the Gospel is for Women Too!

Fr. Jerry Katz will be the presenter.
A Simple Supper will be served 5:30 -6:30PM
which includes soup and a beverage. The Retreat
will begin at 6:30PM. Registration is needed for
the supper only. Please call
the Parish Office at 756-9967.

FAITH FORMATION INFORMATION:

Lenten Service Projects: Marathon’s Coffee Hour today, as
part of their Lenten Service to the parish family, will be
served by Mrs. Nolan’s and Mrs. Tyrrell’s classes. Our children and
their families in Mrs. Mathews ‘ class provided the treats. Come downstairs
after Mass and enjoy what our youth have provided for you today.
Next Sunday, February 25th, the 7th and 8th grade youth in Marathon will be
cooking, decorating and serving coffee hour. Come say hello and support
these young people and their catechists in this Lenten project.

Miss Penrose’s class will be collecting canned goods next Sunday,
February 25th for the Whitney Pt. Food Pantry as their Lenten service project.
Please bring you canned goods to church. The children will be collecting them
at the doors. Thank you.
Altar Server Training next Sunday, February 25th, during
Faith Formation Class (9:20am) in Whitney Point.
Best Lent Ever-Our lives change when our habits change. Your 40 days of Lent
can be an incredibly transformative experience because you've learned simple
yet powerful ways to become the person God created you to be. Starting Ash
Wednesday you'll receive daily emails with short inspirational videos from Matthew Kelly,
practical tips to incorporate into your everyday life, and personal stories from Dynamic
Catholic team members. Sign up at https://dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever/.
Catholic Relief Services
Rice Bowl: Encountering Majd
In Iraq, we encounter Majd and his
family, people forced to flee violence,
searching for stability. How are we called to
welcome the stranger in our midst? How can
you support those, worldwide, who are forced
to flee their homes to find safety or better
opportunities? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.
Pick up your Rice Bowl at the entrances of our
churches today.

From Ashes to Glory: A Lenten Reflection
at Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, 801 Main St., Vestal.
All are welcome, join us Monday & Tuesday evenings,
March 19th & 20th, with Dan Schutte,
an internationally famous liturgical musician, whose music
is familiar to nearly everyone.

Daily
If you haven’t had a chance
to pick one up yet, please
take one of the Lent books
with daily reflections. Feed
your soul every morning.
Thank you to Linda
Caminiti, who as always
donates some.

CCSS-SP’s Lenten Penance Service is Wednesday,
March 21st, 7pm, at our Marathon Church.
Fr. Doug and other priests will be available to hear
confessions. All parishioners are encouraged to
participate in this meaningful experience, as we
prepare for the celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord.

